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Feb. 15: US officials told the New York Times that the Bush administration was "caught off guard"
by the agreement reached by the five Central American presidents in El Salvador to disarm the
Nicaraguan contras. Officials said the US had not decided whether to acquiesce to the plan, resist it
or seek changes. State Department spokesperson Charles Redman said that the US would consult
with the "Central American democracies." Unnamed administration officials told the Times
that the US might try and convince Honduran officials to permit the contras to stay another year
in Honduras to exert pressure on the Nicaraguan government to carry out its pledge to release
political prisoners and hold free elections in 1990. In a statement issued by the United Nations,
UN Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar said that he was pleased with the "encouraging
results" of the Central American summit, described as a "promising sign" and a genuine peace
effort worthy of strong international support. Perez de Cuellar is scheduled to meet on Feb. 20
with US Secretary of State James Baker. During a session of the Permanent Council, Organization
of American States Secretary General Joao Clemente Baena Soares asserted that the Central
American presidents' agreement constituted an important step toward stabilizing the region. Baena
Soares also stated his willingness to participate in resolving the region's problems as requested by
certain nations. Feb. 16: At a news conference in San Jose, member of the Nicaraguan Resistance
directorate, Wilfredo Montalvan, said the contras will not disarm until the Nicaraguan government
implements the democratic reforms pledged at the recent Central American summit. Montalvan
said that the contras will wait four months to see if the Sandinistas carry out election reforms.
Otherwise, he added, the will renew their war, and "we will seek military aid to do it, and we will
ask for it anywhere we can." Montalvan said he was "satisfied" with President Daniel Ortega's
announcement advancing the election date by 10 months to February 1990. He continued by stating,
"We will not surrender a single rifle unless there is total democracy in Nicaragua. We are willing to
surrender our weapons, but only in exchange for democracy. We are lovers of peace, and if we are
in rebellion it's because they have denied us freedom and human rights." Montalvan argued that
the Sandinistas should undertake the election reforms "immediately in order to generate confidence
in the peace process." Feb. 16: In remarks to a group of reporters in the Oval Office, President
Bush said he was troubled by certain aspects of the Central American presidents' agreement. He
stated that President Daniel Ortega's regime had a history of "promises made, promises broken."
Asked if his comments suggested further funds for the Nicaraguan contra forces, Bush replied,
"it could mean that." Of the Nicaraguan contras, Bush said, "I have every intention of seeing that
these people receive humanitarian support, but how that comes about, we'll have to wait and
see." US "humanitarian support" funds for the contras encamped in Honduras run out on March
31. In Managua, Gustavo Tablada, secretary general of the Socialist Party, was cited by the New
York Times as follows: "It is clearly a step forward. Now we have to transform this step into a real
opportunity for change." Roger Guevara Mena, a leader of the Democratic Coordinator coalition,
said: "We cannot be optimists because we have seen for so many years that the Sandinistas like to
sign so many documents, without ever fulfilling their promises." (Basic data from Notimex, 02/15/89;
Xinhua, AP, 02/16/89; New York Times, 02/16/89, 02/17/89)
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